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Epheſ. 5. 16. 


Redimentes tempus, quoniam dies 
mali ſunt. 


Readeeming the Time , becauſe the days are 

evil. 

WEE F this great Apoſtle (Sacred Majeſty,) 

ff commandall who were toſucceed him 

£10 theApoſtolical Office,andinthe care 

F© of Souls, to Preach the Word in ſeaſon 

of ſeaſon;certainly,this which Ihave choſen, 

or rather which is recommended this day by the 

Church to your particular conſideration, and is 

delivercd by Him as a Compendium of Mora- 

lity, is ever in Seaſon, and cver in the Criſ#s : The 

management of our 7ime, being like the Dict- 

ates of our Conſcience, in no circumſtance to be 

neglected, being in the number of thoſe Precepts 
which admit of no diſpenſation. 

For 7ime being in a continual Flax and Mo- 
tion, every particle of it which 1s not prov d 1s 
loft ; but, bleſſed be God, not loſt beyond Re- 
demption , tor what is impoſlible ro Nature 1s 


poſlible ro Grace; wharall the induſtry of Man 
A 2 cannot 
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cannot retrieve, nor the Wealth of both the In- 
dies recover, the pooreſt and weakeſt Chriſtian 
is taught how to Redeem: Redeem the Time. 

Should a Merchant ſec that. Veſſel ſink be- 
forc his Eyes which was laden with all his Hopes, | 
and almoſt all his Wealth , where he had trea- 
ſur'd up the labors of his paſt life, the comforts : 
of his preſent, and the unknown joys of his fu- } 
ture happineſs ; yet amidſt his Agonies ſhould # 
hear one promiſing to repair his loſs with the 
ſmall remamder of his Fortune; how greedily | 
would he embrace the offer, and hearken to the 
expedient ? Should an Eminent Lawyer whil- | 
per a young Spend-thrift 1n the car, that he will 

t him into a method how to redeem a mor- | 
gag'd and imbeſled Eſtate, andthis without any | 
coſt or charges, and eyen any adyantage to him- 
ſelf; Would not he Jook upon this Man as his 
better Genius, not only as the moſt charitable, 
but alſo the moſt friendly Perſon 1n the World , 
and follow his counſel in deſpite of all their rea- 
ſonings and difſuaſives , who encourage his pro- 
fuſeneſs , and lend a helping hand to his ruin > &* 
Should the Captive be taught how to recover 


his Liberty, the Conguered his Honor, the Stigma- 
tizd and Scandalous his Reputation, or the Male- 

fafor how to gain his Fudge, and compound for 
the greateſt Crimes with the ſmalleſt Puniſhment ; 


I pre- 


I preſfume:much Rhetoric would not be neceſſa- 
ry to win their attention. Now this is what 1 
come to offer you, and what the Apoſtle exhorts 
youto: But methinks , Exhortation ſhould be 
needlels where Selt-intereſt pleads ſoſtrongy and 
I ſhould have nothing to do, but to ſhew-you 
the pradtical Part, were all Men agreed in the 
Theſis. But moſt People know not . true price 
of Time, know not how to ſpend it when they 
have ic, or how to go about to redeem it when 
it 1s miſ-ſpent. | 

Wheretore, the true value of Time; the preat 
abuſe of it, and the moſt excellent manner of redeem- 
ing it ; I beg kave, may be the Subject of the 
two following Parts of my Diſcourſe, after we . 
have implor'd the Divine Aſſiſtance, by the In- 
terceſhon of the Virgin Mother, Ave Maria. 


Redeem the Time, becauſe the days are evil. 


St. Aug. in his 24th Sermon upon the words 
of the Apoſtle, obſerves there are rwo things 
which render our days evil, the miſery and the 
wickedneſs of Men. Burt ſince miſery 1s only the 
puniſhment of wickedneſs, and wickedneſs the 
cauſe of miſery,it is the miſ-ſpending and nor re- 
deemingour Tune, which denominare the days 


evil : Miſ-ſpending, relates to the preſent, and -- 
| the 
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the future when' it becomes preſent ; not re- | 
deeming; regards what 1s paſt-; ſo that both to- 
gether infe&tthe whole Stream, and render our 
days guilty of a-double iniquity. For it is no 
ſmall aggrayation of every fin, (tho ſo little re- 
ficted on, and made ſo light of by People now 
a-days,) that inthe perpetration of cvilis inclu- Þ 
ded the omiſſion of doing well ; that the ſame par- * 


cels.of Time we dedicate to Vice, ought to be i 
conſecrated to the excrciſc of Yertze ; that the 


contrary practice, beſides its proper and ſpecifick 


wickedneſs , is guilty of Injuſtice and Robbery. 7 
In fine, Thar in the day of Judgment a feparare WW 
account will be demanded of what we have, and 


what we have not done. This 1s evident from 
che Bill which ſhall be brought in and found a- 
gain(t the Delinquent, and.1s already declar'd by 
our Bleſſed Lord, Mat. 25. where every Article 


of the Inditemient is Negative, Tou did not feed {7 


me, you did not cloath me, you did not viſit me , 
and the reſt. But here 1s not alledg'd ſo much 
as the breach of a Commandment; then Irreli- 
g10n, Luxury;: Detraction and Extortion afc 
{maller Crimes, which will bear no Action. But 
fince leſſer Articles cannot ſuperſede the greater, 
xx follows, Theſe arc upon another Rule, unlcſs 
ſuch groſs offenders ſhall. be ranged with Infidels, 
who are already judg'd and carry their ny in 

their 


their Faces, jam judicati ſunt: But for the reſt 
of Chriſtians , who think chemſelyes innocent 
becauſe they abſtain from theſe blacker Crimes, 
its neceſlary another Inditement ſhould be pre- 
par'd,ſerting forth the Omiſſion of good Works, 
and convicting them of muſpending their Time, 
which, as appears from our Sayiours words , is 
alone ſufficienc to plunge them into everlaſting 
Flames , Qzia non feciſtis, Therctore, becauſe 
you did not, tor no other reaſon, go you curſed in- 
to everlaſting Fire. 

And atter all this, amidſt ſo much knowledge 
in a Point which concerns us ſo highly,and which 
we firmly believe, 1s it not a Subject rather of 
Tears than of Expoſtulation and Diſcourſe, that 
nothing 1s ſo little con(ider'd by Man, as the true 
value of Time? I know the Divine,the Philoſo- 
pher, the Lawyer, the Trades-man, and eycn the 
Liþertine unanimouſly agree that Time 1s the 
moſt pretious thing in the World, bur all of. 
them upon different Morives. The Philoſopher 
Prizes 1tin order to Science, the Lawyer manages-. 
it to improve his Fortune , the Trades-man to 

rocure a Subſiſtence, the Libertine to indulge 
bis Appetites, but the Divine teaches it to be on- 
ly valuable, as leading to an happy Eternity. To 
value Time upon the account of Speculation, is 
meerly Heatheniſh ; to yalue it tor a Tuna 
| adyan- - 


Cic. 1, 1, de In- 
vent, Rhet. 


$ 
advantage, 1s meerly Human ; hc Gentes requi- 


rant; to valueit forthe abuſe of it, is diabolical; 


bur to value it for the true end, 1s the eſtimate 
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of a Chriſtian. Wherefore, all the manegery. #*- 


of Time, or rather the applying of it otherwiſe 
than to the true end, for which it was given, 


and to which 1t naturally trends z. e. to Eternity, 
1s an unjuſt alienation, becauſe 1t turns the Means 
into the end, and fruſtrates the Deſign of God 
and Nature. 


It is not my buſineſs to ſubtihize upon the na- © 


cure of Time, or Metaphyſically enquire what 


itis, whether the revolution of the Heavens, or | 
the meaſure of the motion and reſt of Bodies, or a © 


particle of Eternity which we now uſe, as the Ora- 


tor calls 1t? Let usleave this diſquiſition to Phi- © | 


loſophers. There 1s a certain Definition which 
every Chriſtian carries in his Breaſt, that it is a 
Term aſſhgn'd us by Providence, to work out 
our Salvation in it. This Term 1s diverſify'd ac- 
cording to the ſeveral Men it affects; and what 
1s many. Years to one, 1s but a few Months, or 
Days, or Hours to another. Yet this ſhorter Pe- 
riod, 1s a Mans whole Time, his whole Courſe; 


as the Moon and other Plancts compleat their | 


Revolution and fulfil their Motion, as well as 
the'Sun and Superior Heavens, which are much 
longer in performing theirs. Wherefore, it isa 

{trange 
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aſtrange Folly, and little leſs than Impiety ; 
which is ſo common in every bodies mouth , 
that ſuch an one came to an untimely end, or 
was cut off in the Flower or middle of his 
Age, when that very Perſon ſo lamented as un- 
ripe for the Sythe, had liv'd out his whole time 
as well as Mathuſalem; and fo has the Infant 
whois taken in the Womb, or having but one 
day upon the Earth, as much as the Child of an 
hundred years , as the Scripture moſt properly 
ſtiles thoſe who end their days in ſuch Puerili- 
ties as they began them, with as little conſi- 
deration why they came into the World, what 
they arc to do in it, what Account will be de- 
manded after it; Their Divertiſements and what 
they call Pleaſurcs, being as filly, and wanting 
nothing of the Child, but Innocence. 
But 1f it be agreed on, that 7ime 3s pretious, 
what Frenzy has ſciz'd Mankind, and makes 
them ſo laviſh of what they eſteen1 fo dear ? 
What Spirit makes us ſo fond and caretul of 
Temporal advantages, ſo greedy of what 1s 
not/ out own ,' and ſo negligent of the _ 
which only belongs to us ? For as Seneca an 
St. Bernard admirably _—_—_— all _ _— —_—— 
arcForcign, nothing is properly ours,but Time: 71 oofcem 
Qnkppatita ws or bam to be neyer {o much front Bern, 
our own;': yet the valuc of Time ought in ge. © 
F B reaſon 
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reaſon to be greater thah the eſtimation of 
what we only owe to Time; and who ſquan- 
ders it away, tho he pretend to Prudence and 
Conduct in other matters, can deſerve that 
tile no better, than one who recaves his 
Rents with great exaCtneſs and circumſpettion, 
but keeps no account how he lays them our; 
or, another who buſies himſelf about what be- 
longs not to lum, or 1s exact in trivial mat- 
ters, but neglects the main ; like that unfortu- 
nate Prince, who valu'd himſelf more upon the Z 
touch of the Lute, than the Art of Govern- 

ment. 


All other things are Foreign to us, aliena ©. 


z nobis fant ; they are beneath us ; we now and © 
then deſcend to them out of necefſity or for © 
diverſion, but the management of Time is the 4 


buſineſs of Man. This only 1s our own , but 
it will not ſtay with us; 1t 1s fort and ſwift , 
properties which inhaunce the valuc, and ſhew 
1t was given us only for uſe. Part of it ſteals 
away from us before we refit upon it, part 
others ſteal from us; and of that which we 
are actually nſng, a great deal runsat waſte. 
For ſcrting aſide the Years of our undiſcerning 
Childhood, and inconfiderate Zouth,and unwel- 
dy 01d Age, only the middle part of our Lives, 
which hardly make up a fourth, we think worth 

improving ; 


| - improving; and how few arrive to this term 2 
Not-the fourth part of Mankind; and of thoſe 


that do, not the Hundreth part, I am afraid 
ever think whereabouts they are, but trifle a- 
way the preſent, which is in their power, to 
build their hopes upon a future , in which ic 
is at leaſt probable they ſhall have no ſhare 
and in which for certain, they will be more 
unfit for labor. Bur of this riper and more di- 
geſted part of our Lives, how much is taken 
up in neceſſary attendance on our Bodies and 
Fortunes, how much conſum'd in reft and re- 
paſts, how much in refreſhing the Spirits and 
unbending the Mind? And of the remainder , 
which amounts not to above a fifteenth pro- 
rtion , how much is waſted in Diſquiſicion 
and Error, and miſtaking our buſineſs, in 
idle expectation, fond hopes and unactive 
fears? And after all this ſubduction, have we 
timc to ſpend 1n uſeleſs Diſcourſes, imperci- 
nent News, tedious Viſits or unprofitable Stu- 
dies? Bur it ſeems we haye ſo much plenty til], 
that every Senſe and Appetite puts 1n tor. a 
ſhare, and wantons away the fclect and more 
pretious hours. We have time tor Drunken- 
neſs, Cheating and Circumventing, Slander 
and Decrattion , -Luxury and Murder, and, 
as if the wighedweſs-of the day were not ſufficient 
B 2 ; 
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for it, we take in great part of the Night. We 
ſuffer every. one; who has: a:-mind to loſe his 
own time, to make bold with ours ; and when 
all other Injuries and uſurpation of our Goods 
is preſently inform'd againſt, and proſecuted as | 
far as the Crime will bear, cven to death, for } 


a Garment or a ſmall Sum of Mony ; there 
is no. Man brings an Action again(t the Ag- 


orcfſor that robs us of ſo much time in formal © 
Viſits or unprofitable Diſcourſe, nay, we are 


not ſenſible he has done us any wrong; but - I 


ſoon after we grow weary of the reft, and pre- M7 
pare to do the ſame injury to others, inviting W® 


them to ſpend an hour in this or that diver- &* 
tiſement. . To ſpend an hour ? (cries St. Bernard,) WF 
Do you know what you ſay! To ſpend an hour which 8; 


the mercy of your Creator has indulg d you to do 
Penance, to obtain Pardon, to acquire Grace and 
purchaſe Ghry ? 'O donec pertranſeat tempus ! 
To paſs the time away in which you ought to ap- 
peaſe the Divine Juſtice, to haſten towards an 
Angelical Purity, to bewail your paſt offences ; the 
Evangclical Treaſure which you ought to buy 
with the expence of all you haye. To ſpend the | 
time! O' abſurdity of ſpeech! O ſtupidity of 
mind ! To quicken the ſpeed of Time, which 
1s eyer upon the wing , and cannot be perſwa- 
ded to ſtay with us. + If we manage our Time 
| | £0 
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to ſo much advantage , what pity it is we are 
confin'd to ſo ſmall a compaſs , and our lives 
crowded into fo narrow a ſpace! Great pity 
indeed, that Mcn, who Husband a little ſo well 
have not a larger Fortune to improve! a fad 
thing, that from amidſt theſe laudable Exer- 
ciſes one mult be ſnatch'd away on a ſuddain 
as if our Induſtry and Application had not me- 
rited a longer tcrm ! | 

But, Chriſtians, let us once in our lives be 
ſerious , and conſider in cold Blood what we 
are doing, whules ſo great a Treaſure flips 
between our fingers! Let us once in our liycs 
tell true, and ingenuouſly confeſs what we arc 
driving at, what we hope to gain by ſo pro- 
digious and irrecoverable an Expence? TI 
darc not tell you St. Bernards opinion of your 
Proceedings , That all the time you have not 
God before your eyes, 15 to be reckon'd as loſt: 
Omne tempus in quo de Deo non cogitas, hoc te 
computes perdidiſſe. But this Iam bold to affirm, 
that all Time not ſpent in order to Eternity, 15 
miſ-ſpent; 1f employed only upon things indif- 
rent, 1tis to be accounted for, 1f upon things 
criminal, it 1s to be fatisfy'd for , it it be not re- 
deem'd ; and eyen thoſe Actions which pals tor 
the moſt innocent, when not dirccted to the right 


end, become defective, and in ſome meaſure 
criminal : 
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«criminal ; nay, even things neceſſary, when 
they excecd the limits of neceſſity , are pur ro 
che account of mif-ſpending. I need not ſpeak 
of Time ſpent 1n thoſe things, which even the 
corruption of this Age, with all its glofſes can- 
not -Varniſh over, which appear. im their own 
Colours, do what we can, and condemn us 
while they are acting. I need not ſpeak of 
Time ſpent in fantring up and down, hearing 
or relating News, Dancing, Gaming, - which 
hayc not any other end than a ſhort refreſh- 
ment of the Spirits, beyond. which, they arc 
amuſements, which we tolerate in Children , 

| and nothing but want of Reaſon can excuſe; - 
For aſlure your ſelves, want of RefleQtion in #7 
a riper Age will not do it ; for how can Not-Re- 
flecting excuſe us, when Ignorance 1t ſelf ſhall 
be reputed a Crime, and he that do's not know, 
ball not be known ? 

Now go and tell me your State and Condi- 
tion will not allow you to ſpend your Time 
better ; if this be ſo, that State of yours de- 
ſerves very ill of you; it 15 unlawful in it 
ſelf, and therefore to be abandon'd: And 
methinks , no one ſhould be unwilling to quit 
that miſerable Seryitude where he has not lct- 
| ſure to be good. Bur if the State be good, WF 
It 1s fanctify'd by vertuous Practices; © and if W, 
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(15) 
you ſuperſede that SanCtification , you render 
chat Criminal , which of it ſelf is good and 
laudable. But the goodneſs of moſt States de- 
pends upon the execution of them. 

It was a common Saying among the Philo- 
ſophers, That every Man 1s the Arttficer of his 
own Fortune; Tam ſure, cycry one 1s the Ar- 
tificer of his own Happincſs, who by co-ope- 
rating with the Grace and Time which is given 
him, may improve the moſt ordinary Actions 
into vertuous and meritorious, or by neglect- 
ing this caſte 1mprovement , render himfclf 
accountable for the moſt indifferent things. 

That Direction of the Apoſtle, Whether you 
eat or drink, or whatſoever you do, do all to the 
Glory of God, 1s a Precept (tor ſo the Fathers 
{tile 1t,) of a vaſt extent, and reaches not only 
the more remarkable, but alſo takes in the 
minuteſt Afions, and cvery moment of our 
Lives. In the Eyes of God athouſand Years arc 
but a moment, and in the Service of God a 
moment may be worth a thouſand Years; it 
may redeem an Age, 1t may purchaſe an Erer- 
nity. Unhappy Man! who neglects a moment, 
which may render him ſo for ever! 2: momen- 
to Zternitas; Eternity depends upon a moment, 
becauſe Eternity 1s the end of Time , which 1s 
nothing but a Flux of moments; and thar ta- 
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tality which will certainly happen m one, may 
happen in any one. | 

And now certainly , I have ſaid enough of 
the due value of Time, which muſt be preſup- 
pos'd, as well to the appretiation and eſteem of 
the thing, as to the redeeming of it, If you | 
are ſatisfy'd in the value of it , you cannot but 
be griev'd to the very heart, that you havepart- WW 
cd with it ſo cafily , paſsd 1t over fo (lightly, 
and ſpent 1t ſo idly and irreligiouſly, and by 87 
conſequence, will be very glad to hear how #7 
you may redeem it, which 1s the Subject of 7 
my Second Part. "4 


Redeem the Time. 


The higheſt point of Wiſdom that Man can 
arrive to by Philoſophy , 1s to make uſe of his + 5 
Time when it 1s in his hands ; but to' reco- 
ver it when it is gone, to retrieve it when 
It 1s loſt; to re&he the Errors and Miſcar- 
riages of 1t when it 1s no more, 1s one of 
choſe Arcanums of Religion , which are hid 
from the Wiſe and reveal'd to Babes. It was 
the Saying of Pittacus,, celebrated ſo much by 
Antiquity, and , which catirled htjn. to a place 
among the-wiſeſt-of i Men!; mis xg, ' Learn to 
vatue your Time, but to. redeem. it was 4 Lon 
ol that 
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that great Maſter never learn'd himſelf, and 
became only an Apoſtle of the Church to teach. 
But who 1s able to pay fo great a Ranſom 2 And 
what Exchange can one make for his Time 
more than tor his own Soul ? The price is eaſic 
and obvious , and in eycry Mans power, Cauts 
ambulate, only walk warily, 6«2 65; , circumſpeAly 
and watchfully; donow what before you ought 
to have done, and a guard upon your Actions 
for the future, ſhall repair the damages caus'd 
by your former ncgligence. But walking warily, 
implies not only a Ceſſation from Evil, but alſo 
a Repentance of it; To redeem the Time there- 
tore, ſaith St. Anſelm, 1s to redecm the Offen- 
ccs of a Miſ-ſpent Lite, with Tears and peniten- 
tial Works, Eft anteafte vite peccata, flendo , 
O» prnitendo redimere. 

It Sorrow then 1s a Tear, which cannot 
recover the ſmalleſt Temporal loſs, ſo valuable 
in order to Eternity ; and do our Hearts remain 
{till without ſenſe, and our Eyes without mol- 
ſture? Will amendment for the future crols 
the Book > Will an humble acknowledgment of 
the Deb compound with our Adverſary in the 
way ? Will a preſent diligence, in pertorming 
what1s otherwiſe our Duty, attone tor fo much 
negligence in managing the 7alenr depoſited in 


& our hands? And is the Price thought coo dear 
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with us ? Or do we ſtand with our Hands in our 
Pockets, demurring upon the Bargain ? Do's 
not _— as well as Religion prompt us to lay 
hold of it immediately ? And ſince the Merc 

of our God is fo liberal, to take him at his word, 
(as I may fay,) andenter the Vineyard this very 
moment, tho at the 9th, tho at the 11th hour, 
when the ſhort remainder of the time may make 
up the loſs of all thereſt! Oh! the unſpeakable 
comforts of this Promiſe! Oh! the incredible 
ſtupidity of Man! which ſtands unmoy'd at 
ſuch large Invitations , ſuch a general Amneſty, 
ſuch unexpected Promiſes, as tranſcend not on- *** 
ly a reaſonable Hope, but even the boldeſt Pre- ©: 

ſumption! "To 

The Morning comes, (ſays the Prophet,) and © 
alſo the Night , tho your Day be far | wan there 7 
1s ſtill Time enough to enquire after the means 
of your Salvation ; Si quaeritis, querite, If you i 
ſeek, ſeek in earneſt, return and come : And that &* 
we ſhould not doubt of a merciful Reception, % 
he gives us this affurance by another Prophet , 
That he will forgive our Iniquity , and that he will 
remember our ſin no more. Jcr. 31. 34. 

Surcly, there is ſome unknown Pleaſure and 
invincible Faſcination 1in Idleneſs, which can- 
not be untid by ſuch powerful Countercharms 
as theſe. Cuſtom, (which is but ſtanding oF 

ror, 
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ror,)has prepoſſeſs'd our Minds,ſtupifid and im 
merſed in Fleſh and Blood ; that - do nod 
1s eaſte , when indeed it is the greateſt pain the 
reaſonable Creature can endure arguing either 
a childiſh Weakneſs, that we cannot act, or a 
ſhametul Ignorance,that we know not what to do. 
AndI believe the Man of Reaſonwill grant me, 
that Ignorance, as it is a puniſhment upon us 
for doing what we oughtnot, ſois it the grea- 
teſt torment to a Soul , which 1s perpetually 
thirſting after Knowledge: . And as for the more 
unthinking and grofler part of Mankind, they 
cannot deny, but all Pain comes from Weak- 
neſs. - Ourown Notions therefore bear teſtimo- 
ny againſt us; and if what we call a gentile 
life, ſpeaks either our Weakneſs or Ignorance, the 
gentile Liver is the moſt unhappy Creature in 
the World : For Happineſs 1s ſo far from con- 
ſiſting in either of theſe, that both are cflential- 
ly deſtructive to it; and whoſocyer hopes to 
compaſs this end by contrary means, wall 
find himſelf at laſt in the other Extremity. To 
be plain, whoſoever promiſes Happineſs to him- 
ſelt without much labor, ſers 1t at too high 
a price, at which no wiſe Man would buy it, 
if it benot to be purchas'd but by living idly ; 
for at this rate, onc muſt be Miſcrable to become 


Happy. 
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But how unnatural a thing is 1t for that Crea- 
ture to be idle, whoalone of all Creatures ſtands 
condemn'd to labor? as St. Ambroſe obſerves : Up- 
on which conſideration St. Baſi/ doubts not to 
brand this Vice of ſo great reputation in the 
World, with the infamous Character of a /ix 
againſt Nature; becauſe there 1s nothing in the 
whole Frame of Nature idle or unactive. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour teſtihes of the Godhead it ſelf, 
My Father (faith he,) fill works, and I work , 
Pater mens uſque modo operatur. All the Hicr- 
arches of Angels ( as one aflures us, who had 
been 1n the third Heaven,) are Adminiſtring Spi- 
zits: The Prophet declares, they have no reſt 
day nor night ; bur inceſſantly pour forth their 
harmonious Acclamation , Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of Sabbath: And what I ſhould have 
mention'd before, The ſacred Humanity of Chriſt 
came not to be ſery'd, but to ſerve; Non wenit ut 
Miniſtraretur, ſed ut Miniſtraret. The Celeſtial 
Ocbs have neyer had any reſpite from their 
perpetual motion; all things below are in a 
continual Tide, a regular Succeſſion of Cauſes 
and Eftefts; Every Creature groans, and brings 
forth even till now, ſaith the Apoitle : And if the 
inviſible things of God are underſtood by thoſe things. 
which are made , The Operations of Nature are 
{o many Emblems of the Diligence he requires 
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at our hands towards the working out our Sal- 
vation ; God having made them not only for 
our zſe, but alſo for our inſtrufion. In fine 
the whole World is a large Volum , as St. Ar: s. Arhanaſ | 
thony calls it, where we may read our Duty, and * 54 | 
meet with 1t in every line. Nay, if Man would | 
but take the meaſure of his Moral Afions from | 
the obſcrvation of his Natural, the continual 
working of the Heart, circulation of the Blood, 
reſpiration of the Lungs, pulſe of the Arteries 
and activity of the Fancy , will teach him Afſi- 
duity in the exerciſe of thoſe nobler Faculties , 
whoſe Actions depcnd upon the hberty of his 
Will; how conſtant os regular his Motion 
ought to be in the Service of God; And that 
his Soul 1s as much dead, when it 1s idle, and 
ſurceaſes from doing well , as the Body wall be, 
when all theſc Vital Operations are art an end. 

I know not any one,who would not eſteem it 
a horrible Execration, to wiſh he had neither 
Hands nor Feet ; yet, ſuch 1s our mufcry, that 
while we make no more ufe of them 1n o:der to 
our own good, or that of our Neighbor, than 


if they were quite diſabk.d ; even in that ref- | | 


pect we count our ſclves happy : For take away 


trom the Ladv,the Gentleman, the Courier. | | 


the power and convenience of doing nothung , 


and being not in the labors of Men, the ſuvuilclt 
Logician 
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Logician can ſcarce explain in what formality, 
their Happinels, 7, e. the advantage of their Con- 
dition conſiſts * Their priviledge ſeems to lie 
in an exemption from the general Malcdiction 
inflicted upon the reſt of Mankind ; In the ſweat 
of their brows they ſhall eat their Bread : But 
then they muſt draw their Pedegree from ſome 
other Line than that of Adam; tor no more is 
any Child of his free of this Obligation, than he 
is from the cauſe of it; and if we Inherit the 
one, we muſt neceſſarily be partakers of the 0- 
ther. For as Holy Fob expounds this Sentence, 
Man is born to labor ; Labor being not only a ** 
neceſſary means to preſerve his life, but one of ®; 
the ends why it was given him. And our Bleſ- ® 

ſed Saviour revives and inforces this Doctrin, 
in the Parable of the Maſter entruſting his Ser- 
vants with ſo many Talents, with a Negotiamini, 
Manage and improve them; and this not for a 
ſpirt, when the fit takes you, but donec veniam, 
without internuſfſion till he calls zhexz in, and 
you to give an account of your Stewardſhip ; 
by which Servants, eyery body underſtands the # 
whole Maſs of Human Nature, without except- Z 
ing any State or Condition ; and by the Talents, 


a neceſſity of working, according to the Abili- 


ties this great Maſter has diſpenſed to every : 
particular. 


Now 
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Now if a Man who had well conſfider'd the 
weight and ſtrictneſs of this Obligation, with- 
out knowing the Follies of Mankind, and their 
yain amuſements, ſhould look out into the 
World , he would tell me, I make a Diſcourſe 
in the Air, and to the Walls; for eyery one is 
active in his reſpective Station, and employ'd 
in his Duty , when he ſhould ſee their carneſt- 
neſs at ſuch a diſtance, as not todiſcern the mat- 
ter they are ſo intent upon: How People haſt 
along the Streets, and preſs one another like 
Waves, which are broken and ſeycr'd with a 
contrary Tide : When he ſhould behold ſome 
warmly diſputing at a Table, others walking 
muſing and ſolitary , ſome Reading, others 
diſcourſing with abundance of Gravity, others 
ſitting in crowds, 1n recollection and lilence ; 
he would certainly bid me hold my peace, and 
not diſturb theſe ſerious Men, with adviſing 
them to begin,what they are already doing. Bur 
if I ſhould lead him nearer to them, within ken 
of their Actions, and hearing of their Diſcourſe, 
when he ſhould diſcover their Lives and their 
Talk to be all of a piece, Atheiſtical in good car- 
neſt; When he ſhould ſee theſe People running 
to a Shew or to a Riot, to circumyent their 
Neighbor,or to opprels the Innocent ; or cour- 


ling about the Streets, meerly to ſhew their 
Equipage. 


- 
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'Equipage or themſclves : When he ſhould find 
thoſe falent and recolle&ted People at the 7 heater, 
whom he chought at a Sermon ; That Lady at 
her Glaſs, and in a profound contemplation of 
her ſelf, whom he thought at her Oratory; that 
Gallant reading a Romance or a Novel, which 
he miſtook tor a Prayer-Book, : When he ſhould | 
hear others talking protanely in the very Church, ® 
blaſpheming the Diviruty they pretend to wor- 3 
ſhip, pretending to Reaſon, and yet practiſing 
Decbauchery. In fine, moſt Men acting and XZ 
talking after ſuch a manner, that what is counc- # 
cd the moſt innocent Diſcourſe, 1s Mxurther, I 


mean, cenſuring their Neighbors Actions, and & 
taking their Lives in pieces, as if they were dif- 7 
ſe&ting an Anatomy, to diſcover the root of 


a Diſeaſe. | LE 
Ina word , When he ſhould be fatisfy'd, that FR 
the plurality of Men is buſicd in znlawful, or ** 
ſcandalous , or trivial things, and almoſt all be- RF 
fades their buſineſs, he would cry out, They 7 
want a Phyſician more than a Divine; and I 5 
ſpend my Time as unprofitably as the reſt, with #7” 
Preaching to Men in a Lunacy. 0” 

Put 1f he ſhould be commanded with the ®; 
Prophet Ezekzel, to pierce the Wall, and view 
the Abominations that are done within, 'and al 
the Idols of the Houſe of Ifracl , with the _ 
orts 
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forts of Adorations which are paid to them : a5 
the avaricious Man facrificing his Soul to a lit- 
tle Gain,the voluptuous Man to his ſenſual Ap- 
petite , the Vindictive to a brutal Revenge, the 
Ambitious to the ſhadow of Honor, the Luxu- 
rious to the molt infamous of Paſſion, the Flat- 
terer burning Incenſe to his Prince, and the Hy- 
pocrite to his God; he muſt needs conclude that 
true, what the Jews ſaid in their Conventicle of 
Vice, The Lord hath forſaken the Earth, and 
the Fear of him is wholly extinguiſh'd. 

But 1f amidſt this Mans aſtoniſhment, one 
ſhould bid him have a care what he ſays, for 
theſe are Chriſtians, Men who make a Conſci- 
ence of their Actions, Pcople of Credit and Ho- 
nor, who would not do an ill thing for the 
World , who bclieve they ſhall account ſevere- 
ly for cyery idle word, and every moment {pent 
unprofitably. In ſhort, That they are redeem- 
ing their Time , and are heartily ſorry for all cheir 
fins, tho they appear to be actually inflaming 
the reckoning ; that they are executing their Pe- 
nances, and putting thcir morning Reſolutions 
in practice, tho they ſeem to be at the Gaming- 
houſe, the Theater or Tavern; would not he 
rurn upon me as one of the number of mad 
Men, or an impudent Cheat, endcavoring to 
impoſc upon his Senſes, and obtrude the grol-it 

D impoſſt* 
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impoſſibilities, and moſt palpable contradifions” 
upon his certain Knowledge and Reaſon ? 

Yet whether this be nor the _ State of 
this Nation, I mean, the cafe of moſt People , 
Tudicate domus Iſrael, your Judgment, O Houſe 
of Iſrael! If God ſhould once again ſend the 
Prophet Feremy to ſcarch every Street , and cn- 
quire out a jult and ſober Man, azy one who ſeeh- 
eth the Truth, Tam perſuaded, he would bring 
in the ſame Evidence he did before ; Thou haft 
firicken them, but they have not griev d ; Thou haſt 
conſumed them, but they have refus d to hear cor- 
reftion ; They have made their faces barder than 
a Rock, they have refus'd to return. The more 
Time thou giveſt them to repent, the more 
Time thou alloweſt them to ſin; they are fo 
far from redeeming what is paſt, that there is 
like to be no end of the Score. 

But perhaps they are poor and fooliſh , igno- 
rant of the ways of our Lord, and the Judgments 
and Law of their God, Vadam crgo ad Optimates, 
I will go therefore to the great , the moſt know- 
ing and diſcerning Men, the advantage of whoſe 
Birth and Education has raisd them above the 
Level, and purg'd their Heads from that Groſ- 

neſs and Phlegm which ſtupifies the reſt ; for 
they cannot but know the way of the Lord, and the 
Judgment of their God :. Sed hi ſimul contrege- 
runt 


ls [an 
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runt ju m, rupcrunt vincula $ But theſe have 
altogether broken the Yoke, and burſt the Ronds. 
At their Jooking out into the World, their fir(t 
buſineſs 15 to forger the Religious Education of 
their tender Age, and to efface the inſtructions 
of their Parents and Preceptors, by doing cye- 
ry thing they were forbid. The firſt Tincture 
they receive from the World, is Vanity, which 
as Fob obſerves,ſoon ripens into Pride, [ Vir vanus 
in ſuperbiam erigitur, | and then they think them- 
ſelves born as free and lawleſs as a wild Aſs-colt 
in the Deſert. Becauſe they have no neceſlity of 
ſweating for their Living, they think themſelves 
Maſters of their Time ; becauſe Divine Provi- 
dence has provided fo largely for them, as to 
exempt them from the Drudgery of the World, 
and fer them apart for nobler Aions; they think 
their Buſineſs Iics only where their Pleaſures do, 
Whar a frightful Idea have theſe Men of Happi- 
neſs, when their own Judgment places them in 
the State of corrupted and avandon'd Nature, 
endow'd only with a /iberty to Sin , orrather in 
the State of Damnation, a Non-neceſſity of doing 
well ? 

But, my Noble Auditory, how can you en- 
tertain ſo mean or crucl a thought of God, as 
to fancy he has madea Law from which he cx- 
empts that ſort of Mankind , which is the mo/t 


D 2 able 


+ - a i HAI 


28 


able and beſt qualified to perform it? Or- that 
he has ſingled out the beft part of his Creation, 
Men and Women of moſt ſenſe and reaſon , as 
the fatteſt Vietims for Sacrifice, to ſpend their 
Time in ſilence and idleneſs, and not to be in 
the labors of Men, aſſigning them no Province, 
no Soul to cultivate, that they might have no 
means toward their Reprobation ? It this be the 
cnd of your Creation, O ye Men of Greatneſs, 
of Riches and Honors! I cannot but acknow- 
ledge with Tears, that you ſo well correſpond 
with it. But if the advantage of your conditi- 
on conliſts in a capacity of ſerving God and 
your Neighbor in a more cxcellent manner, as 
well through the great /eiſure you cnjoy, as the 
plenty and power you have to do it with, your 
Time 15 ſo much more valuable, as it may be 
more beneficial ; it 18 more caſily redeemed, by 
the many Expedients which are bcfore you, 
and the abuſe of it fo much more cnormous 
and puniſhable; upon which that Comminati- 
on of the Holy Ghoſt is grounded , Potentes 
potenter tormenta patientur, The great ſhall ſuf- 
fer great Torments ; and again, Luantum ſeſe ex- 
altavit, &c. As much as he has exalted himſelf; 


and bin in delights, give him ſo much Torment 
and Grief. ; 


My 
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My Time will not allow me to inftance in 
eycry particular adyantage of your State; bur 
give me leave to conclude this Diſcourſe with 
one which comprehends the reſt, and ſeems to 
be the property of the Nobles and Gentry, De- 
votion. It this be a Duty incumbent upon All 
Men, ſo that no State, no Circumſtance or Con- 
dition can preſcribe againſt it , in capite Libri 
ſcriptum eſt de wobis , you arc the firſt in the Role, 
as being Emancipated from thoſe ties and in- 
cumbrances, in which the laboring , that is, 
the far greater part of the World 1s involy'd. 
It the Laborer, who moils all day to procure a 
ſmall refreſhment for his craving Appetite, or 
to ſupport a Family , be not excus'd upon that 
account, from conſccrating his Actions in the 
Morning by Praycr, and giving an account of 
them 1n an Evening Recollection; ſhall you be 
paſs d by as Extralineary , who may pettorm 
that almoſt every hour of the day, which the 
reſt cannot but ac ſct intervals, and borrowing 
Time from their Reſt ? If thar complaint, which 
is ſo common in every bodies mouth, 7 hat they 
bave not Time to ſay their Prayers, Þc 11JUL1OUS 
to God, and an implicite accuſation of his Iro- 
vidence , as if it had not furniſhd us means to 
perform the Duty it enjoyns? What name ſhall 
we find for thoſe falſe pretexts and fond excuics 


whic 
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which you make, for whom thatPrecept ſeems 
to be-more particularly calculated, fine inter- 
miſſione orate , pray without ceaſing ? It a fick 
Man complain of want of health, or a poor 
Man of want of Neceflaries, he becomes an 
object of Compatlion,and it would be the high- 
eſt Barbarity to revile him for what 1s not in 
his power to avoid. But if a Man in perfect 
Health ſhould complain of a Diſtemper, or one 
ſitting at a good Table, ſhould cry he 1s almoſt 
tamiſh'd, riſum teneatis amici? Nobody would 
refrain from laughter : and yet it 1s incompara- 
bly more abſurd for any one to complain he 
has not Time to pray, which he ought to be do- 
ing while he is complaining. But for thoſe who 
have nothing elſe to do, or at the moſt, only 
incident and caſual ayocations, it 1s a ſubject of 
Tears,and a folly ro which one would think Men 
of good ſenfſc, of all people in the World ſhould 
be the leaſt ſubject. You have not time to Pray ; 
but you havetime to be Drunk ; You have nor 
time to Pray ; but you have time to ſpend in 
idle diſcourſe, in ſcandalous and uncharitable 
Reflections, in chambering and wantonneſs. You 
have not time to Pray, but how many hours 
do you wat in Gaming, when the loſs of your 
Mony, 1s thedcaſt expence; and what you gain, 


cannot redeem, 1snot the price of a moment of 
the 
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the Time you loſe? O Heavens ! how glad 
will ye be one day of half an hour, out of fo 
many thouſands which dance over your heads 
unregarded ! what would not a Damn'd ſoul 
oive for thoſe ſcraps of Time, which you caſt 
away as ſuperfluous ? 

But certainly, the man of buſineſs hasnot Time 
to be devout : yet he has Time, but it ſeems not 
ro that end ; orit to that end, yet Aﬀairs of a 
greater 1mportance intervene and challenge it 
to themſelves. It 1t be fo, the Man of bulineſs 
is, by neceſſity, the moſt Irreligious perſon in 
the world: For it you preter any thing to your 
Prayers, it is an evident {1gn you judge 1t of grea- 
ter importance, which 15 a Spiritual Idolatry , 
poſtponing the Creator to the Creature. Burt if 
you acknowledg thoſe things you prefer to your 
Prayers, to be ot an Inferior order, you are high- 
ly unjuſt. No wonder then if ac thoſe tew bro- 
ken moments, and ends of Time, which are the 
Refuſe of your pleaſurc, or what you muſcal, 
your buſineſs, when you vouchſate to come be- 
fore the Divine Majeſty with deftil'd Hands, and 
a Mind painted all over with the unagery of 
of Creatures, and a Heart totally 1nmerſed in 
ſenſual, if not criminal, affections; no wonder 
I fay, if your Praycrs arc not heard, which drop 
from vou withas ill-a Grace, as Alms from the 
| Maſcr, 
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Miſer, which are huddled over with as much 
precipitation, as if you were making an eſcape 
trom God Almighty, which are accompanied 
with ſo many indignines, that you bid fair with 
Zacob tor a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing, and fall 
upon your Knees, not to obtain pardon, but to 
receive ſentence, or rather to increaſe your Fudg- 
ment, ſuch as the Royal Prophet wiſhes 
the counterteit Repentant, Oratio ejus fiat in pec- 
catum ; your very Prayer becomes an additional 
{1n. 

I know ſome will be apt to think, ſurely this 
Man auitakes his Auditory, and fancies himſelf 
_ preaching in a Cloyſter, or reading Aſcetick 
Lectures to People wholly cſtrang'd and ſecluded 
trom the Worl 
thought : Iknow the place Ifill, I know and rc- 
vere my Auguſt and noble Audience , 1 am ſen- 
{ible I am ſpeaking, as in the moſt Awtul, foto 
the moſt diſcerning , ingenious, letter'd, and 
judicious Aſſembly of the World. I ſpeak to a 
Court, to Men of Buſineſs, and whoſe Time 1s 
much taken up with weighty imployments : I 
{ſpeak to the Flower of both Sexcs; I ſpeak to 
Ladies, Soukdiers, Philoſophers and Divines; 
but that 15 not all, I ſpeak to Chriſtians, and if 
any appear not in that Quality, I ſpeak not to 
them : But all who ownthat Character, muſt at 


the 


d. But they may ſpare thar - 
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the ſame time render to my Dodrin. I do not 
perſwade you to relinquiſh, but to ſanfify your 
ſtate z and certainly Piety, which 3s profitable to 
all things, 1s more than ordinarily neceſſary to 
them, who are ſurrounded with more than or- 
dinary dangers, which renders Prayer more re- 
quiſite in a Court than in a Convent ; Becauſe, 
as St. Bernard obſerves, Temptations there, arc 
more ſerpentine and wily, more rife and allur- 
ing, the Pavement more ſlippery where one 
ſtands, the Bruiſe greater when one falls, and 
the Rife more difhcult when one 1s down. The 
ſame I aflirm reſpectivly of every ſtate which 
admits of many diſtractions, and very much 
engages and takes up the mind;as thoſe Diſtem- 
pers nced the frequenter Antidotes which re- 
cur the oftneſt, and lyc heavieſt at the heart ; 
which renders this Verity clear and beyond dif- 
pure, That a Monk in his Cell is not halt fo 
criminal in omitting the ſolemn obligations of 
his Order, as a Courtier who diſpenfes with 
hinaſelf in the conſtant obſervance of Picty,how 
plauſible and ſpecious foever his pretences may 
be. Tell me not of the contrary Judgment of 
the World, which is all plac'd in iniquity; no 
Man chuſes his enemy to be his Judg. Weare 
not&o bend our Rule to the Practice or opint- 
ons of Men, but we reduce them to the Rule, 
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and by that pronounce of their ReEtitude or Ob: 
liquity ; ad Legem magis et Prophetas : We de- 
cide not matters of Right by matters of Fa, 


burt- the -contrary ; we judg of the Lawfulneſs - 


of the Action by comparing 1t with the Law. 
To conclude. The Time 1s preticxs ;i there- 
fore we are commanded to be watchtul how 
every moment of it gocs away, vigilate itag; 
omni tempore : It is ſhort ; and what tollows,fays 
the Apoſtle, but that thoſe who uſe this world, be as 
if they us'd it not ? that us, even they who have 
moſt to do in. the World, are to be fo intent up- 


on the managing their Time, that the World 


ſhould rather fteal from them, than their Time. 
It 1s the only thing we can call our own, therefore 
let us preſerve it; Fili,conſerva tempus : but it ;s 
ſwift, therefore let us work while we have it, 
dum habemus operemur ; but it is evil, therefore 
letus ſanctity 1t, operemur bonum ; but much of 
It 1s already waſted, therefore Ict-us redeem it, 
before our Glaſs be our : for he thar has ſworn by 
him who lives for ever, that Time ſhall be no more, 
hath warn'd us, that fatal Period is very neer : 
Tempus prope eft ; Thus lite is the time of Labor, 
and the ſcryice of God the chief buſineſs of Man, 
from which no one 1s excmptcd, and they the 
teaſt, as I have ſhewn, who think they have the 
beit Plea, . It 1s in the power but of a few to 
conſcecrate 
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conſecrate themſelves entirly to the ſervice of 
God, but to admit Temporal affairs in their O:- 
der, and range them in a ſccondary place, is 
the Duty of every one. Ir 15 1unpoſlible to de- 
bar our (clves all Recreations and Paſtimcs, but 
very poſſible, and even neceſſary, to chuſe thoſe 
which are 7zocent: The Heathen Philoſopher 
will not allow you others than ſuch as arc com- 
mendable and beneficial : No one tor his recrca- 
tion 15 to deſcend from good Actions to bad : 
no one to ſpend his Time has lcave to nufpend 
it. Let us ſum up all that has becn ſaid, in the 
wiſe Mans advice direftcd to cvery ſtate and 
condition, IWhatſoever thy hand findeth 10 do, do It Eccl. 9.19, 
with thy might,(Inftanter,vith diligence and ſpee1) 

for their is no work nor device, nor knowledg, nor 

wiſdom in the Grave, whither thou art haſtning : 9 t« prope- 
And to which I beſcech God of his infinite mer- " © 
cy to prepare Us all by a ſpeedy Repentance tor 

having miſpent ſo much of our time, and an 

carne(t endeavour to Redeem it, In the name of 

the Father, and of the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 

Amecn. 
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